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What is a NACDD Oral Health Opportunity Grant? 

The  National Association of Chronic Disease Directors (NACDD), with funding from the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC), has provided Oral Health Opportunity Grants to more than a dozen state health departments 

over the past several years. The grants are competitively awarded to states that demonstrate a commitment to 

improving oral health surveillance and increasing access to and use of services intended to improve oral health 

among older adults.   

 

One of the primary goals of the NACDD Oral Health Opportunity 

Grants has been to advance implementation of the Basic Screening 

Survey (BSS) for older adults. The BSS was developed by the 

Association of State and Territorial Dental Directors (ASTDD), with 

funding from the CDC, in response to the need for improved data on 

oral health status and access to dental care. The Oral Health 

Opportunity Grants have advanced implementation of the BSS by 

supporting states in their efforts to develop oral heath surveillance 

plans, pilot the BSS for older adults, and/or conduct a state-wide BSS for older adults. 

 

In 2012, the State of Alaska, Department of Health and Social Services, was awarded a NACDD Oral Health 

Opportunity Grant to identify and include oral disease and dental access indicators, including those from the Basic 

Screening Survey of Older Adults, into the Alaska Oral Health Surveillance System.   

What key activities were conducted as part of the Alaska Senior Oral Health Project? 

 As part of this project, the Alaska Oral Health Program identified oral health and dental indicators for the state oral 

health surveillance system for older Alaskans. A collaborative team, consisting of the Oral Health Program and 

others from the state, finalized recommendations on the oral health and dental indicators for inclusion in the 

surveillance system. The Oral Health Program then finalized a sample for conducting a Basic Screening Survey (BSS) 

of older Alaskans and estimated the cost of conducting the BSS on the selected sample. 

What was learned as part of the Alaska Senior Oral Health Project?  

 It is feasible to collaborative identify indicators to include in a state-level oral health surveillance system 

The Alaska Oral Health Program worked collaboratively with state partners to create an inventory of 

relevant oral health indicators and make recommendations regarding the inclusion of new indicators.  

 Untreated dental caries is a high priority indicator to include in a state-level oral health surveillance system 

This information could be used to highlight unmet dental needs for older Alaskans.    

 The cost estimates to conduct a BSS in Alaska ranged from $25,700 to $55,720 

Factors influencing the cost estimates included: level of program coordination/management to be provided 

by the Oral Health Program staff (in kind); congregate meal convenience vs. representative sample;  number 

of contracts to cover the local/regional sites for the dental assessments in the BSS and differences in type of 

staff used to conduct the assessments (dentists versus dental hygienists.) 

 

Alaska Senior Oral Health Project 

For additional information about NACDD Oral Health Opportunity Grants, contact Carol McPhillips-Tangum, MPH, 

NACDD Healthy Aging Consultant at ctangum@chronicdisease.org 
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