SEALING OUT DENTAL DECAY IN PENNSYLVANIA
PHHS Block Grant helps the state reach children with proven, cost-saving sealants

Public Health Problem
· Dental decay (caries) is the most common chronic disease among children.
· Strong evidence from the Task Force on Community Preventive Services indicates that school sealant programs decrease dental caries in children.
· Sealants are also cost effective – an average of $27 per tooth compared to $74 for a small filling.  
· Only about 25 percent of Pennsylvania children have at least one dental sealant, far below the Healthy People 2010 goal of 50 percent.
Program
· The Pennsylvania Department of Health, in partnership with local health departments, is taking action using Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant funding to support sealant programs in schools.

· Chosen schools are those where more than half the student’s receive free and reduced cost school meals, an indication of need. Sealants are provided at no cost with support from the Pennsylvania Medical Assistance program.
· Grant dollars provide for procurement of supplies, portable equipment and dental staff needed to offer sealant services at participating schools. 
Impact
· Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant funds provide the opportunity to significantly reduce dental decay and the need for future treatment among children in targeted areas. 
· By offering this program in schools the Pennsylvania Department of Health is improving access in areas of the state that have limited or no access to affordable dental services.
· Almost 5,000 children 6 to 12 years old have benefitted from sealant application so far, and also from referrals for other dental problems identified during sealant application.  

· “I was excited about the opportunity to participate in the sealant program.  Hopefully, I won’t have to experience the pain of tooth decay and I can focus on learning and spending time with my friends.  Now that is something to smile about,” says a program participant.
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