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What is NACDD?

The National Association of Chronic Disease Directors (NACDD) is a national public health association, founded in 1988 to link the chronic disease program directors of each state and U.S. territory to provide a national forum for chronic disease prevention and control efforts. 
With 58 voting members and more than 500 regular and associate members, NACDD works to reduce the impact of chronic diseases on the American population by advocating for preventative policies and programs, encouraging knowledge sharing and developing partnerships for health promotion. Since its founding, NACDD has made impressive strides in mobilizing national efforts to reduce chronic diseases and the associated risk factors. 


What is the School Health Council?

The purpose of NACDD School Health Council is to assist states and territories in integrating chronic disease risk reduction strategies, especially those that focus on physical activity, healthy eating, and tobacco use reduction or tobacco free lifestyles, into school settings.  The Council is funded through CDC’s School Health Branch (proposed). 
What does the School Health Council do? 

· Build capacity of chronic disease program directors in state health departments to address chronic disease prevention in school settings specifically to increase physical activity, healthy eating, and tobacco use prevention within the context of a coordinated school health program.  

· Foster partnerships among organizations in support of chronic disease prevention in school settings, especially partnerships between state departments of health and education. 

· Educate decision makers about chronic diseases including the rationale for chronic disease prevention among youth. 

· Educate voting members

What trainings are available from the SHC?

There are various forums through which members can receive professional development. Opportunities include quarterly conference calls for membership on topics of interest to members and NACDD sponsored attendance to national meetings such as the conferences of the American School Health Association, National School Boards Association or the CDC Funded partners meeting, just to name a few. 

Who are members of the School Health Council?  

School Health Council members are the school health contacts in their respective states.  Each state has a NACDD voting member, typically the Director over all Chronic Disease Programs, and she or he appoints an individual to serve on the School Health Council.  While this person is involved in his or her state’s school health work, he or she may have many other responsibilities.  Examples of members include: 

· Chronic Disease Directors
· CDC funded school health staff
· Non-CDC funded school health staff
· Healthy Communities Program staff

· Physical activity and nutrition coordinators
· Youth Asthma and Tobacco coordinators

What do they all have in common?  They have an interest and expertise in state programs for youth and healthy school communities. 

What are the benefits of membership? 

Involvement with the NACDD School Health Council affords members a forum to share successes, keep abreast of creative and innovative ideas, and an avenue to strengthen state programs and policies in school health.

Some benefits of joining:

· Receive monthly up-to-date information regarding chronic disease prevention efforts in school settings.

· Network with your colleagues from across the nation around though conference calls and in-person meetings.

· Take part in regional and national level meetings and policy development activities.

Are there levels of membership?

Yes, there are three levels of membership:

Representative Members: Representative membership is open to one school health designee from each state, territory, district, commonwealth, or tribal organization as determined by the Chronic Disease Program Director.

 
General Members:  General membership shall be open to other health department employees who direct or work with chronic disease prevention and control programs, including epidemiology units, from any state, commonwealth, territory, district or possession of the United States. 

 
Associate Members: Associate membership shall be open to organizations or individuals as defined as follows: any public agency, voluntary organizations, tribal entities and/or independent health professionals, employed or interested in the area of public health chronic disease prevention and control programs but who are not employed at health departments of states, commonwealths, territories, districts or possessions of the United States.  

What does the Steering Committee do?

The Steering Committee is comprised of state health agency staff who volunteer their time to help direct and manage the NACDD school health initiative.  They provide guidance on capacity building for state health agency school health staff, represent the organization at national meetings and give a voice to the needs of state health agencies regarding developing and improving health school environments. If you are interested in joining the steering committee, please see the contact information below.
What are General Member Calls?  

General member calls are held three to four times a year.  They are an opportunity for the entire membership of the School Health Council to interact and share ideas as well to air challenges.  They also represent an opportunity for professional development.  Topics have included tips for proposal writing, evaluating school health programs, and integrating mental health into chronic disease prevention programs, to name a few. 

Who can I contact about membership or to suggest a topic for a call?
Please contact either of us. We look forward to hearing from you!
Amy Greene, MSSW, MPH
greene@chronicdisease.org 
301-789-2282 

Rachelle Chiang, MPH
rchiang@chronicdisease.org 
919-259-0803
Website:

http://www.chronicdisease.org/nacdd-initiatives/school-health
